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LITERARY GUILD—JUNE SELECTION 


Spellman, Francis Cardinal. The Foundling 
Scribner. May 21, 1951. 304p. $2.75. 

Paul Taggart returned from the France World War 
with his right sleeve empty and bitter scar disfiguring 
his brow. Discouraged and lonely, wandering the 
wintry streets New York, half afraid home, 
steps into the dim quiet St. Patrick’s Cathedral and 
dozes hidden pew until alone. Moved 
curiosity find out why other visitors had gone around 
the pillared way behind the main altar, discovers 
the Christmas Crib and startled hear baby’s cry 
from within it. finds real baby, abandoned 
baby boy, and impulse takes with him, fellow 
unfortunate. Out his own need, feels almost 
once that this foundling belongs him; but wiser 
cabbie directs him the New York Foundling Home, 
where the infant will have the care the Sisters. 
Paul surrenders the foundling the young Sister Mar- 
garet Mary that night, but intends adopt the 
youngster. Unfortunately, according the rules 
the Home, the child must adopted Catholic 
foster-parents, since presumed that the child’s par- 
ents were Catholic, seeing that the baby had been left 
the Cathedral. Paul and his fiancée are Protestant. 
His attempt gain possession the child, with full 
Catholic couple make the legal adoption, goes awry; 
reluctantly accepts the situation, content watch 
over the boy’s growth through the years remains 
the orphanage connected with the Foundling Home, 
Mount Mary Staten Island. The boy has been 
named Peter Lane. 


Peter grows healthy, handsome lad Mount 
love for growing things and the soil. But and his 
chum, negro George (Chubby) Sands, discover they 


not only love music but have talent. Sister Crescentia, 


organist and music teacher, puts them both through 
stern discipline daily practice until they have mas- 
tered technique. But Chubby finds his sister and his 
mother poverty Harlem and resolves devote 
his life them. His sister mentally sick, harm- 
less, frail idiot eighteen with lovely voice. His 
mother worn but decent and hard-working woman, 
who had faced with courage the less her husband. 


Sister Crescentia confides Peter the first three move- 
ments symphony she had been writing, extracting 


from her protege promise finish the composition, 
after her death. Peter, staying assistant the 
farmer Mount Mary, strives complete the sym- 
phony special present for the girl had met when, 
earlier, had spent summer New England. His 
first attempt devastatingly criticized amateurish; 
and convinced that needs conservatory train- 
ing. Opportunity achieve that training presented 
philanthropic millionaire only just before Peter 
taken into the army World War II. blinded 
grenade burst New Guinea, but comes home 
find courage and comfort the love the girl 
and the friendly guidance the constant 
aul. 


That, inadequate resume, the story Cardinal Spell- 
man tells his first novel; and mostly story. But 
the story woven with instinctive skill that may 
seem the more sophisticated reader more than 
little naive; and even the sophisticated reader will find 
his eyes blurring with sympathetic moisture several 
touching scenes the tale. Moreover, 
woven into the story, are several threads information 
about the work the Foundling Home and its com- 
plementary home for orphans Staten Island, (actu- 
ally Mount Loretto); pleas for sound understanding 
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Spellman Feuchtwanger 


religious differences; lesson charity and brother- 
hood far beyond the reaches mere 


The Foundling moral story; but none the less ap- 
pealing story. has the rare quality taking for 
granted that most people are fundamentally good, not 
naturally perverse; and that happens more 
realistic attitude than much the realism 
which approaches human nature from the underside, 
mistaking aberrations for the normal. is, 
sense, didactic, the lesson teaches sound and 
salvific. is, indeed, book that will find host 
readers who want story that inspires hope; host 
still far larger number than those who prefer their 
bookmeat gamey. And will welcome the 
shelves any library, the table any home. 


The reader may also interested know that the 
Cardinal-author has assigned all royalties accruing 
from the book the New York Foundling Home, 
which one the genial Cardinal-archbishop’s pet 
projects literal fulfillment the command implicit 
Christ’s admonition: “Let the little children come 
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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—JUNE 
SELECTION 


Feuchtwanger, Lion This the Hour 
Translated Lowe-Porter and Frances Vik- 
ing. May 21,1951. 516p. $3.95. 

Francisco José Goya Lucientes was able man. 
Portraitist, muralist, and pioneer the etching tech- 
nique called aquatint, achieved the honored post 
First Painter Spain and moved into the history art 
the first romantic among painters. The macabre 
and malevolent figures which appear his Caprichos 


‘suggest not only the turmoil Western Europe, and 


Spain particular, the Napoleonic era, but also 
the artist’s struggle express his concept the forces 
division and destruction lashing the world knew 
the aftermath the French Revolution. The almost 
placid optimism his early maturity between 1785 and 
1790 sharp contrast with his later realistic work. 
His range, like that his poetic contemporary Byron, 
was tremendous, traveling from his orthodox religious 
paintings through his cruelly revelatory portraits the 
Caprichos and the brutal Disasters War. When 
died Bordeaux, France, 1828, the most powerful 
artistic figure his age passed away. 


This the Hour novel presenting truncated ver- 
sion Goy’s himself the story-teller’s 
privilege, Lion Feuchtwanger has juggled his subject’s 
biographical data, and has sometimes aligned them 
with section history which they were not actu- 
ally concomitant. The story begins with the first meet- 


ing Goya with Cayetana, Duchess Alba, 


whom the painter carried scandalous love-affair, 
and the fluctuating account that intrigue, now tender, 
now stormy with mutual recriminations, the central 
theme the novel. Interspersed variety other 
matters which bore shadows the 
Inquisition which orthodoxy and 
frowned his intermittent anti- 
clerical activity; the maneuvering 


Best 


Godoy, the scheming opportunist whose hold the 
reins power was based his position paramour 
the Queen Carlos IV; repetitious.and unfriendly 
descriptions court grandeur and vanity, and the 
round pointless posturings the royal marionettes; 
and, necessarily, scenes Goya the artist work, with 
detailed and sometimes searching interpretations 
such masterpieces the family portrait Don Carlos 
and his royal household, the Maja Nude and the 
Maja Clothed, and the puzzling monsters 
Caprichos. His Duchess dead, his hearing gone, and 
his escape from punishment the hands the In- 
quisition accomplished only his ruse presenting 
the plates the Caprichos the King and Queen, 
Goya goes into the sunset life, comparatively tran- 
and projecting new creations color the story 
ends. 


The first impression one takes away from this work 
that the reader has been introduced into gallery 
arranged pieces, and has been conducted tour 
which sees only what was intended that should 
see. Perhaps the author’s decision deal with merely 
portion Goya’s life, arbitrary but artistically justi- 
fied, first plants that idea the reader’s mind. From 
his first appearance, Goya tailor-made figure, 
swaggering fellow who has the annoying habit ana- 
lyzing situation repeating himself proverb after 
proverb, and acting the reader has been coached 
expect him act. The sense being led, 
led, pre-arranged conclusions, notably strength- 
ened the historical material inserted the three 
essays which, for background purposes, are prefixed 
the three parts into which the work divided. Com- 
posed indiscriminately sober history, recitation 
guide-book facts and figures, and legends, gossip and 
rumors which might have been rifled from the diplo- 
matic pouches long ago, these sections are slanted 
and partisan that one questions whether the author 
has not sacrificed his artistic and professional integrity 
satisfy his prejudice. For these chapters expose 
hatred and contempt for all things traditionally Span- 
ish, and throw glory around the rebels against the 
Spanish throne. One can hardly fail see the an- 
cestors the late Loyalists Jovellanos and Quintana 


and the Abbé Don Diego. 


The unreality passages which characters are 
overwhelmed with sensual rapture that they feel surges 
almost uncontrollable passion, or—to use favorite 
term the physically toward the ob- 
ject their desire, matched the invariably gro- 
tesque representations churchmen and cavalier im- 
pugning their motives. The Inquisition haled 


BEST SELLERS issued the Library, University 
Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Subscription price, $2.50; Single Copies, 
Canadian and Foreign, $3.00. Syndicate Subscription, 


$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1950, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 
From Here Eternity (IV) Jones Apr. 
The Caine Mutiny (IIb) Wouk Apr. 
Proud New Flags (IIb) Mason Apr. 
loy Street (1) Keyes Dec. 
Return Paradise (III) Michener May 
Festival (IIb) Priestley Apr. 
The Disenchanted (III) Schulberg Nov. 
New York (IV) Chase Apr. 
Morning Journey (IIb) Hilton Mar. 
Rain the Wind Macken May 
Washington Confidential (IIb) Lait Apr. 
King’s Story (Ila) Windsor May 
His Eye the Sparrow (III) Waters Apr. 
Riddle MacArthur (Ila) Gunther Mar. 


forth again, and such colors, that one may believe 
that the author willingly grasped the opportunity 
the Catholic Church disservice resurrecting 
skeleton the past and rattling before generation 
which will properly horrified. Normal creatures, 
even Spaniards, hardly experience the magnetic fascina- 
tion for one another pictured here, and not all the 
the Inquisition were the dark, sadistic rascals 
who belong “Monk” Lewis’ Gothic novels. 


The editors have been occasionally inconsistent ren- 
dering the Spanish name Goya’s assistant, Agustin, 
spelling “Augustin” least two places (pp. 261, 
456), and calling Godoy “Don Miguel” (p. 357). 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Chairman, Department English, 
Providence College, 

Providence, Rhode Island 


Fisher, James T., M.D. Lowelle Hawley, J.B. 
Few Buttons Missing 


Lippincott. May 16, 1951. 282p. $3.50. 


Though the jacket subtitles this “the case book 
autobiography wise, humorous, kind, and learned 
old doctor—to exact, eighty-seven years old (hence 
the assistant author). highly readable anyone, 
whether medical man not. True, Dr. Fisher 
has been psychiatrist for about half century—began 
with M.D. Harvard, continued study with the 
founders psychiatry Vienna, Paris, Leipzig, and 
Munich, set practice Los Angeles 1904, was 
superintendent the Psychiatric Hospital there, assist- 
ant dean the College Physicians and Surgeons, and 
professor psychiatry—but despite all these profes- 
sional medals, has had large swath plain, non- 
professional living: boyhood farm, early 
fumbling with different careers, comical but lucrative 
speculation western real estate, World War cap- 
taincy, and miscellaneous adventures with friends, wife, 
car, and clubs. They are all his book, but given 
point and meaning his long study the ways 
human mentality. altogether fine instance 
life and thought interpenetrating and lighting one 
another. 


Fisher Garden 


general the book made stories, roughly 
chronological with his own life. They concern himself, 
friends, patients, merely passing incidents; and only 
after being charmed, amused, alarmed these does 
the reader realize that very respectable quantity 
sound technical knowledge has come along with them. 
Dr. Fisher has literally reversed the old canard that 
psychiatry tells you what you already know language 
you can’t understand. Humor and plainness are won- 
derful solvents for the mystic fog that clings round 
this branch knowledge, and has plenty both. 


also religious man, though not Catholic. One 
the finest chapters toward the end treats his atti- 
tude religion. This worth quoting: “If you were 
take the sum total all the authoritative articles 
ever written the most qualified psychologists and 
psychiatrists the subject mental hygiene, you 
were combine them, refine them, and cleave out the 
excess verbage, you would have awkward and in- 
complete summation the Sermon the Mount”. 
Any Catholic reader can pick out certain points for 
criticism. For example admits that one time 
crusaded for the sterilization the criminally insane, 
point Catholic can admit. lacks, too, that 
deep reverence toward the creation new life, which 
part the Catholic mentality. discusses only 
natural factors the gestation and birth child, 
leaving out God and the soul. means, however, 
member the planned parenthood school 
thought, and presents telling arguments which easily 
demolish purely scientific grounds. His view 
life ethically sound nearly every point, but derived 
always from experiences and science, and never from 
theological moral knowledge. arrives 
almost Catholic attitude life the long road 
experience. And consequently suffers compari- 
son with profoundly Catholic psychologist, like 
Thomas Verner Moore. Nevertheless, for that very 
reason perhaps, his story interest Catholics, 
kind outside check. 


His conception his own profession refreshingly 
humble. says, are like garage me- 
chanics. They fix the smashed fenders, lights, motors 
cars involved accidents the road. The number 
accidents already huge and mounting. The me- 
chanics cannot handle the pleads for 
campaign safety education reduce the accidents. 
And right there the challenge the Church for the 
great work has this country—for the driver 
the human auto the human soul. 


Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington 17, 


Garden, Mary and Biancolli, Louis 

Mary Garden’s Story 
Schuster. Apr. 20, 1951. 302p. $3.75, paper 
The autobiography the famous “singing actress” who 
her own words began the top, stayed the top 
and quit the top. The account, dictated the 
music critic the New York World-Telegram and 
re-arranged from his notes, concerned mainly with 


her early voice training France, her years opera, 
and her more recent career lecturer America. 
between are shorter episodes about her war work, 
command performances, parents and sisters, short- 
lived interest Catholicism and the convent, two un- 
successful movies, etc. might expected, con- 
siderable space given composers (Debussy, par- 
ticularly), impresarios and other opera stars. 


The book leaves the reader with two convictions: the 
sublime egotism the artist which this instance 
goes bit beyond naturalness and naivete; and the 
eternal pre-occupation with romance, which she in- 
sists never touched her though chapter lacks least 
one account the men who were love with her, 
and some tell the men she loved. only one 
two places does the book rise above flatness ap- 
proach momentarily the dynamic, electric personality 
who introduced Melisande America. fact, the 
technique comes perilously close the string-of-beads 
construction use with the nursery crowd, its 
repetitions and patterned sameness. Yet much the 
material has interest, not only for its biographical data 
about the prima donna, but also for the musical-history 
data for America the accounts the Manhattan 
Opera Company and the Chicago Grand Opera Com- 
pany. The block striking photographs which opens 
the book is, however, some respects more enlighten- 


ing than the text. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Mailer, Norman Barbary Shore 


Rinehart. May 312p. $3.00. 


the near but past, 


had got hole his head; but had healed over; and 
here was, not sure what was who was, 
although thought must have been somebody 
other. So, saved his dollars and took time off, 
hired room over Brooklyn, (somewhere the 
clamorous decay Greenpoint), with the avowed 
purpose writing novel. started write his 
novel, but was summer and hot and got himself 
all mixed with the blowsy ex-burlesque quean 
(spelled queen the book; but that’s obviously 
lapsus grammaticus), who was the landlady jani- 
tress the dump; fellow-boarder named McLeod 
who was philosopher sorts, had passion for scrub- 
bing, and turned out the husband the janitress; 
another roomer, half sissy, half sinister, who turns out 
agent some unnamed police bureau; and 
psychopathic nymph given sophomoric maunder- 
ings about the futility Add nasty little baby- 
talking daughter the landlady, and there’s the com- 
plete cast characters. McLeod, somewhere along 
the line his life has been secret agent the stalin- 
ists, started reform, but stole some little gadget and 
hopes buy his party-card back make some sort 
trade with it; but lets himself put kind in- 
quisition this other character, who fascist 
something, helped out the dipsomaniac dame, who 
And the character who cannot remem- 
ber what was winds feeling that has been 


Mailer Gilson 


Best SELLERs 


heir McLeod and the priceless gadget, after 
McLeod and the nymph die. The ex-burley dame was 
only distraction, and the inquisitor fades out some- 
how. And that’s what plot there Barbary Shore. 


This reviewer had hard time plowing through the 
pages Mr. Mailer’s successor The Naked and the 
Dead. The difference between this and that that 
this shorter than that. The same turgid prose and 
turgid thinking makes this heavy going; but this 
some sort allegory. Obviously, the allegory in- 
tended kind vindication the pure Marx- 
ism, good old theoretic communism, before was cor- 
rupted something those unpopular people who 
deviated from the party line sometime between V-] 
day 1945 and the present. maybe should 
interpreted two-edged swipe Titoism and the 
FBI, and orthodoxically defensible? It’s not too 
clear from the way written; probably, because 
not too clear the guy with the hole his head who 
telling all about it. But you can sure 
some terrifically artistic indirect exposure what 
with the world and the rest And 
you not see it, then you are obstructionist, 
some kind victim capitalist-imperialism, that’s 
what you are. 


way that the author, (because ponderously 
long-winded and fuzzy-headed about what has 
say), cannot have intended, the book funny, with 
the comicality alcoholic analyzing, the peculiar 
maundering muddle-headedness his state, the trouble 
with the world that makes all unaware the 
awful fate that awaits us. Pitifully funny. And 
swamped with that sociological sentimentality the mod- 
ern intelligentsia suffers, surrounding the weak and per- 
verse with the aura martyrdom victims the 
cruel dispensation non-Marxist economy, when the 
fact they are selfish egocentrics with 
haps that what happens when unsteady ambition, 
with little real talent, sets out stir fomula that 
part Saroyan, part Hemingway, and part Daily 
Worker. There are least half-a-hundred other young 
ex-veterans trying hit the jack-pot with similar and 
as-good improvisations theme they have not yet 
understood mastered, the editors any publish- 
ing house must know. These desperately ambitious 
young writers have had experience, but they have 
sound convictions serve catalytic agent 
crystallize their experience; some them have not 
even the minimum equipment knowledge the 
meaning words and the mechanics weaving them 
into coherent sentences. Yet they make much sense 
does the more gifted Mr. Mailer Barbary Shore. 


not find Barbary Shore find only 
silly; and somewhat sad. also more than 
little stuprous, recommend for the ashcan only. 


Grady, 
University Scranton 
Gilson, Etienne Heloise and Abelard 
Regnery. May 21, 1951. 194p. $3.00. 


This translation French work, originally pub- 
lished 1948. Gilson has here undertaken 
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provide with factual and informative background 
for what has been called the world’s greatest love story. 
The Heloise-Abelard romance has always been some- 
what source discomfort Catholics with but 
average historical, literary, and theological background, 
for they have been unable see how there any course 
possible except condemn strongly those whom the 
world has for long held ideal pair lovers. 


Gilson sympathetically disposed toward both 
the unfortunate pair, and his sympathies lie more with 
Heloise than with Abelard. clears the ground most 
helpfully for his treatment their story discussing 
the problem precisely what Abelard’s status the 
Church hierarchy the age was the time his 
involvement with Heloise. here made clear that 
Abelard was not sacred Orders the time—not 
even minor orders. And though was more usual 
for teacher philosophy celibate, Gilson dem- 
onstrates that Abelard was undoubtedly free any 
clerical impediment marriage. 


This, course, does not mitigate the sin concerned 
his seduction Heloise (for such certainly was), but 
any rate makes clear the fact that there was here 
violation vowed celibacy. From the outset, 
Gilson demonstrates most convincingly, Heloise gave 
herself completely Abelard, with love, the very 
strength which was the basis for her subsequent 
lifelong suffering. Very soon after the seduction, Abe- 
lard repented, and would have undone, far 
could, the effects his sin—but Heloise, far 
can see, maintained the end her life that she had 
nothing repent, for she had never sinned—i.e., she 
had never done anything that she felt her heart 
hearts against the law God. the 
worldly order, Heloise could see need for conformity 
the laws society, she bitterly resented Abelard’s 
making her marry him secret ceremony. 


What happened Abelard shortly after the marriage 
uncle, the canon Fulbert, and 
his friends, assaulted and mutilated the philosopher, 
making him suffer, afterward wrote “in that part 
the body which had before taken much 
unlawful pleasure”. after this, and partly 
consequence thereof, that Abelard renounces Heloise 
forever, enters the religious life, and makes her 
likewise, founding religious house for her especially— 
the abbey the Paraclete, which she made abbess. 
Abelard went take Holy Orders, including the 
priesthood, and progressed, too, that spiritual life, 
refusing look back the sins his youth with any- 
thing but loathing; Heloise, constantly wrote 
the necessity that she the same, but his words were 
here unheeded, and Gilson gives rather terrible 
picture Heloise’s ending her days refusal 
admit that she had sinned, and denial that the 
life meant anything her. 


The volume recommended for adults, and will 
fine factual companion for the long-popular Peter Abe- 
lard Helen Waddell. 
Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 


Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Wu, John Beyond East and West 
Sheed Ward. Apr. 11, 1951. 364p. $3.50. 


According the author, the Chinese ideal art de- 
mands that the impression should unfathomable 
the ocean, while the expression should clear 
crystal. His own autobiographical account his 
interior life true work art. 


John appears have lived his life under trinity- 
sign. even had three parents: his father, pattern 
benign goodness exemplifying St. James’ definition 
religion clean and undefiled; his “little mother” who 
bore him and bequeathed him that streak peasant 
pessimism which regards nothing serious mortality; 
his “big mother” who lavished the most maternal 
affections his rearing. 


threefold interest law, politics and literature has 
marked Wu’s career. taught law both here and 
his native land, was President the International 
Court Shanghai where also carried very 
successful private practice. served member 
the Legislative Yuan, was principal author the 
Chinese Constitution, acted delegate the United 
Nations Conference San Francisco and was Chinese 
Minister the Vatican. His greatest love, however, 
seems have been literature and his proudest achieve- 
ment his translation the Scriptures into Chinese 
version which has been called masterpiece unex- 
celled Chinese Christian literature. 


The three religions China, Confucianism, Taoism 
and Buddhism, are all delineated because all 
contributed his spiritual background. The Master 
with his love learning and the natural virtues, Lao 
Tse and his detachment tinged with humor, the Zen 
masters with their mystical and contemplative aspira- 
tions, all were pedagogues leading him Christ. 
While still law student Pekin, was baptized 
Methodist. Beginning with student days America, 
began drift from this first faith Christianity for 
lack congenial religious milieu. identified my- 
self with Doctor Faust and became close friend 
Mephistopheles.” With Augustinian candor re- 
veals this profundis period his life. Restless 
mind and sick spirit, found himself forced 
flee the French concession Shanghai the Jap- 
anese invasion. Here providential combination 
readings disposed his soul and grace suddenly touched 
his heart. was after reading Histoire d’une ame 
St. Therese Lisieux that said himself: “If this 
book represents Catholicism, not see why should 
not Catholic.” seemed him that the young 
nun combined the heart Buddha, the virtues Con- 
fucius and the philosophic detachment Lao Tse. 
The personality perhaps best described his 
own characterization two men whom has greatly 
admired. “Like Shakespeare, Holmes philosophic 
the world, whom the universe seems 
infinite, and himself nothing, and whose mind dwells 
the unseen essences things. may with equal 
appropriateness said both that they see the 
familiar were strange, and the strange 
were familiar; that they find deep meaning what 
trivial, and trifling one what appears seri- 
ous; that they have divided deeply that they can 
unite, and united deeply that they can 


Taylor Hume Maritain 


that they are original that they can borrow, and bor- 
row well that their originality thereby enhanced; 
that they are otherworldly, and therefore they can 
worldly grand manner; and, finally, that they look 
life with spice humor, and therefore, their 
works have attained high seriousness.” 

search for synthesis life’s apparent contra- 
dictions brought him into the Catholic Church which 
“beyond East and West, beyond old and 
more native than the Confucianism, Taoism, and 
Buddhism whose milieu was born”. Arrived 
his spiritual home, has been faithful the counsel 
love not good enjoy it. love the 
Mystical Body Christ breathes through every page 
his book and has induced over fifty his relatives and 
friends follow his footsteps. expresses his ex- 
pansive joy being present around the Catholic hearth 
when says: marvel anyone who can serve 
God with sulky face and heavy heart.” Western 
and born Catholics will well feast themselves 
the banquet presented this Chinese convert. The 
spirit that the Christian agape, love feast served 
with Chinese grace and courtesy. 


Taylor, Samuel Wooley The Family Kingdom 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 19, 1951. 302p. $3.50. 


The best that can said Family Kingdom that 
book dedicated the unusual pursuits poly- 
gamist and because its subject there arises upon the 
part the reader natural curiosity learn more 
the ways the Church Jesus Christ the Latter- 
day Saints. Samuel Wooley Taylor, 
himself offspring one the many wives John 
Taylor, honest enough trying present picture 
‘of the connubial carryings-on his father and his six 
“attachments”. The same honesty interest may not 
found his readers. 

For those who want picture the workings, the 
hardships, and the confusion Mormon multiple 
marriage The Family Kingdom lucid, sensible, re- 
strained account. For those who must leer rather than 
look there will also sufficient interest. The book 
written simple direct way, singularly devoid any 
excessive literary decoration. Indeed, after the book 
half read there such monotony the prose that 
considerable effort required carry the reader the 
end. From about page 121 there seems kind 
disjointed recapitulation what has gone before 
which indicates that the author has padded the story 
with many unimportant items. The story little 
unbelievable one foreign the Mormon outlook. 
The adjustment the various wives the succeeding 
spouses seems unnaturally facile. read man 
marrying two sisters one day, both them less than 
half his age, bound fill most readers with sense 
the unreal. find that same man fathering thirty- 
six children and finally his sixties marrying girl 
one-third his age and taking his honeymoon not 
alone the bride but four the other wives and twenty- 
four the children, make the honesty the 
book just trifle suspect. 

addition, Taylor’s description spiritual man 
page 120 cannot anything but offensive those who 
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have sought for and found spiritual things this life. 
page 199, the short sharp attack the autocratic 
character religion well its immunity from 
political persecution not pleasant read. 


The book not harmful; mildly interesting. 
true, will impart some sociological insight the 


workings polygamy. 
William Noé Field, 


Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Hume, Robert Runaway Star 
Cornell University Press. Apr. 270p. $3.75. 
Within the past three decades the reputation Henry 
Adams, author The Education Heriry Adams and 
Mont-Saint-Michel and Chartres two undoubted 
classics our literature, has grown from that minor 
eccentric that major observer and prophet. 
the past five years alone there have been many out- 
standing contributions our understanding Adams, 
one our most significant Americans. Each has been 
specialized one way another, however, and 
good have this book, modestly sub-titled “An Appre- 
ciation”, which addresses itself not much the 
scholar the “serious general 


The chief virtue this study its orderly survey and 
exposition Adam’s work, work diverse that spe- 
cialists one aspect are almost prevented, the 
very nature the case, from being specialists any 
other. The subject examined turn historian, 
valist, and scientific speculator. saving con- 
venience have all this hand, course, but the 
dark side Mr. Hume’s activity must noted well. 
underlines the exposition the book with unhappy 
violations objectivity, going beyond Adams’ own am- 
bivalence and pessimism speak his own “the 
religious labyrinth” and set the false antithesis 
the “decorously rational” and the 
tional”. the serious general reader Mr. Hume wel- 
comes, and for the most part deserves, his guard 
against the author’s sweeping assumption “the 
doomed effort understand the universal mystery”, 
will find this helpful and valuable book. 


Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Man and the State 
Mar. 1951. 219p. $3.50. 


The complications and perplexities the modern 
ical scene demand real understanding democracy. 
Otherwise the democratic nations cannot maintain the 
inflexible will resist external aggression nor find the 
wisdom solve their internal problems without selling 
their birthright. further such understanding Jacques 
Maritain continues his patient and persistent effort 
restate, develop and apply the rational principles 
which underlie the democratic ideal. Conscientiously 


Maritain, Jacques 
University Chicago Press. 


faithful the philosophical principles Thomism, 
which outstanding spokesman, and sensitively 
aware actual facts, discharges his task with that 
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delicate balance idealism and realism which the 
hallmark his refined intelligence. 


The basic problem democracy the relation be- 
tween the rights man and the authority the state. 
Maritain devotes about half his book the considera- 
tion these fundamentals. The people the body 
politic are the subject whom political authority pri- 
marily and permanently resides. The state govern- 
mental structure merely part, the topmost part, 
the body politic. using the concepts participation 
and living image, Maritain shows how the state derives 
responsible authority from the people for the actual 
exercise government. Since the state merely 
instrumental agency, the Hegelian notion the state 
person, independent whole, must eradicated. 
this connection Maritain centers his attack the 
concept “sovereignty”. From the history the 
word, used Bodin, Hobbes and Rousseau, 
shows that sovereignty implies power which abso- 
lute, independently the people. Both the concept 
and the word, vigorously maintains, ought 
rejected. 


true Thomist, Maritain finds the rational founda- 
tion rights Natural Law, which expresses the in- 
telligible needs human nature and the necessary 
requirements for its normal functioning. Immutable 
itself, Natural Law will have concrete applications 
that vary with the concrete circumstances human 
nature. This gives rise the Thomistic distinction be- 
tween the various types law. Natural Law embraces 
those rights and duties which are known con- 
nected with the human good natural inclination. 
Jus gentium (the law nations the common law 
civilization) comprises those rights and duties which 
are known connected with the good man 
rational deduction. Positive law deals with the con- 
tingent good given social group definite his- 
torical context. 


Maritain stresses the need for common faith the 
principles which constitute the democratic charter. 
community adherence the practical tenets 
democracy feasable, believes, despite the differ- 
ences between the various philosophical and religious 
creeds which are presented their theoretical justi- 
fication. The primary means fostering such faith 
education. The French thinker calls for new dis- 
cipline, drawn from diverse branches knowledge and 
focused the great ideas which form the heart the 
common democratic charter. accordance with his 
personalism, insists that such education can de- 
its vital inspiration and intrinsic conviction only 
from the religious and philosophic outlook teacher 
and student. advocates, therefore, that this educa- 
tion democracy pluralistic, adapted the diverse 
spiritual traditions the body 


Co-operation between Church and State 
since the human person simultaneously member 
both. The principle co-operation, however, ana- 
logical its application. keep mind the his- 
torical differences between the Middle Ages and the 
modern world, shall see that can realized 
today without compromise and without threat demo- 
cratic freedom. have co-operation when the State 
guarantees the freedom the Church the perform- 


NS 


Weiser 


ance her spiritual mission and the body politic seeks 
the assistance the Church for the achievement 
the temporal common good. 


Maritain, his final chapter, takes the problem 
world government the only means securing last- 
ing peace and avoiding the serious risk total destruc- 
tion. Historical development has imposed modern 
nations economic interdependence, compulsory and 
material, without giving birth voluntary 
tional interdependence the political order. The 
shibboleth nationalism and the absolute sovereignty 
the modern state still with us. The remedy lies 
world government, admittedly difficult establish 
but, Maritain’s view, not impossible. this world 
government not merely super-state, created 
artificially imposed force, the people the world 
must develop common political will, will live 
together, sense the common good humanity 
one people. Maritain suggests preparatory step 
the formation supreme advisory council made 
men who are acknowledged authorities the moral 
and political sciences, proposed the highest institu- 
tions and governments every nation, directly elected 
the people the world according some equitable 
method apportionment, exchanging their national 
for world citizenship, without powers but with the 
function voicing the conscience the peoples and 
telling governments and nations what they hold 
just. 


Primarily intended explanation Thomistic 
political philosophy outside the 
State will also furnish new insights and stimulating 
suggestions those already familiar with the Scholastic 
tradition. 


Weiser, Theresa Music for God 
Philosophical Library. 1951. 276p. $3.75. 


pity that this novel based the life the 
Austrian composer, Anton Bruckner, and intended 
portrayal his singularly devout and wholesome 
dedication his talents “the praise God”, not 
better than is. The enthusiasm the authoress for 
her subject obvious, and she has tried present 
sympathetic study truly great and dedicated musi- 
cian; but the wish not father good novel. 
might have been better for the writer have tried 
ather write real biographical study; for roman- 
ticizing the life Bruckner, she has succeeded only 
enveloping him sticky which clouds 
the outlines his genius and stature. Nevertheless, 
may serve real purpose introduction Bruckner 
for young people, and can added the shelves 
high school libraries story with purpose. 


Bruckner was much criticized his time radical 
who did not know how edit his lengthy symphonic 
compositions. later times, has been relegated 
“back seat” hopeless romantic, along with his 
pupil and follower Gustav Mahler. Yet, quite 
possible that this latter half the twentieth century 
both Bruckner and Mahler will given the recogni- 
tion both deserve giants music, gifted with tech- 
nique and inspiration paralleling the other accepted 


great men music. Bruckner’s choral compositions 
are particularly remarkable for their virility and spir- 
ituality and are being heard more frequently here. 
list the published compositions Bruckner ap- 
pended this book. 


Lovasik, Lawrence Stepping Stones Sanctity 
Macmillan. Mar. 20, 1951. $2.25. 

For many years after his ordination 1938 Father 
Lovasik was spiritual prefect young men prepar- 
ing for the priesthood the Society the Divine Word 
which belongs. now engaged the preach- 
ing missions and retreats. The results his experi- 
ence are summed the present book. 


lists five stepping stones sanctity. They are: Re- 
ligious Profession, Holy Eucharist, Prayer, Love 
Neighbor, and Devotion Mary. example 
how treats each stepping stone may mention 
that the Love Neighbor. The first general divi- 
sion this chapter Kind Thoughts. Here shows 
how Christ practiced kind thoughts, the blessings that 
flow from them, and how can practice them. The 
second general division Kind Words, which sub- 
divides follows: the nature good name, the 
gravity sins the tongue, why unkind words are 
especially harmful religious community, and how 
this danger can overcome. 


The appendix contains four headings. (1) Spiritual 
Check-up which asks many practical questions 
the spiritual life accordance with the principles 
which has outlined. (2) Spiritual Vitamins, which 
are pithy sayings often the form paradox, such 
“Do not fear God, you can love Him; however, 
that you may learn love Him, fear Him”. (3) 


‘Monthly Spiritual Renewal. This intended for the 


day retreat which religious make every month. 
first reminds them the many reasons why they should 
grateful for their. vocation, and then after brief 
examination their consciences suggests many motives 
inspire them with true sorrow for their faults and 
with sincere purpose amendment. closes with 
some thoughts how prepare during this day 
recollection for happy and holy death. (4) Prayers 
for Specific Intentions: for the things necessary for 
salvation, sanctity, and charity. 


Father Lovasik does not pretend give exhaustive 
treatment the spiritual life. There are other im- 
portant stepping stones sanctity which has omit- 
ted. But still one the finest books asceticism 
that has appeared recent years. summarizes 
masterly fashion the traditional teaching the Catholic 
Church down through the ages. written lucid 
and pleasing style. One its best features the 
logical and orderly arrangement the material. 

Stepping Stones Sanctity should therefore 
every religious community, and superiors would not 
failing against poverty they purchased copy for each 
their subjects. Priests too will find very helpful 
for their own spiritual life especially during their an- 
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nual monthly retreat. Seminarians will appreciate 
both during their years training and later 
the active ministry. 

The principles holiness are course applicable 
all Christians. this sense the present work also 
beneficial lay people. But would better 
Father Lovasik came to, grips with their problems 
special work. Like St. Francis Sales the seven- 
teenth century should show the men and women 
our day that even amid the dangers the world there 
are many stepping stones sanctity. 


Stephen McKenna, 

Church the Immaculate Conception, 
389 East 150th Street, 

New York City 


Loos, Anita Mouse Born 
Doubleday. May 1951. 214p. $2.50. 

Because Gentlemen Prefer Blondes was byword the 
flaming youth twenty-five years ago, new novel 
the originator the phrase will attract attention—un- 
fortunately. Mouse Born not only trivial but 
insulting the intelligence any reader. 


Effe Huntress, supposedly the prototype beautiful, 
sexy, stupid film stars, quits her career stay home 
and await the arrival child whom she addresses 
“The Mouse“ series letters which make 
the story. barn painting strokes the author covers 
the Hollywood atmosphere phony publicity, extrava- 
gant parties, quick marriage and easy divorce. can 
only fervently pray that not true picture the 
much publicized life the film colony. 


The plot, weak and trite is, Cinderelle- 
like rise stardom, her four husbands and the 
fidelity Mouse’s” father bad enough, but the 
style nauseating. The grammar and spelling are pur- 
posely atrocious the effort “to explane the Facts 
Life everyone, Mommy’s Little Mouse can read 
this book when gets born and never confused 
that Great Mystery which the World terms ‘Sex’.” 
advantage only Miss Loos, these defects make easy 
use double entendre frequently. 
Federico Pallavicini are suggestive and unnecessarily 
vulgar. 


the book merely idiotic. Why anyone would want 
read beyond this reviewer’s comprehension. 


Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


NOTICE 


The microfilm edition Best Sellers (1941- 
1951) will ready short time. Orders 
are acceptable now. Price, $10.00. 
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